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I noted in the last report about Alan Grey’s 
achievement in attaining a Gold Medal 
from his fantastic exhibition in the London 

show in February 2022. In this addition we are 
pleased to be able to provide members with some 
lovely covers from the above-mentioned exhibit, 
courtesy of Alan.

For even enjoyment for the cover lovers amongst us we have been 
given permission by Stanley Gibbons to reprint their Rev W. G. 
Iremonger story. Many/most collectors may know the name from his 
many prepared covers but little or nothing about the person. This may 
help add some 'character' to his covers.

Several other great articles in this edition that we hope all members 
will appreciate including a nice one from Doug Spencer on the unissued 
5-shilling Patrol Party stamps.

Again, we urge all members either experts in their field or starting 
out novice collectors to pick up their pens and start adding to the 
journal for all members to enjoy and for future members in years 
to come. Doesn’t have to be pages and pages even short stories or 
interesting pictures with questions. The more participation the better 
the journal will become.

We made mention in the last edition that our auctioneer Mr Frank 
Wilson has withdrawn from active involvement in the society to focus 
on health issues. However, this will leave the society with a large hole 
to fill as we need another person to step up and take over the role of 
auctioneer. Unfortunately, we have not had anyone put their hand up to 
take over this important role. If anyone did have some spare time and 
would be happy to take this on, then the committee would all be very 
supportive in getting you up to speed.

In closing I had a request from a member a few 
months pack to start listing all new members in 
these editions as was done in years past and I will 
ask the editor to consider this request.

Stay safe, have fun and don’t let your stamps 
get wet.

Official Journal of Papuan Philatelic Society
* The font used in the banner is inspired by the corporate letterhead used by Burns Philp & Company Limited,  

a trading and shipping company whose history is intimately intertwined with PNG and the wider Pacific region.
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PAPUAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
Papuan Philatelic Society (PPS) membership is open to anyone who collects or has an interest in the stamps and postal 

history of ‘Papua New Guinea’. The PPS covers all periods from the early days of British New Guinea (later Papua) and German 
New Guinea in the 1880’s, to modern PNG with its many colourful stamps and cards. 

The membership is international with links in Australia, USA, UK & Europe, New Zealand and PNG itself. It is one of the 
strongest and most active philatelic societies. 

For information about joining the PPS, please contact us at papuanphilatelicsociety@gmail.com

The initial 2017 query regarding Pam Carnielo 
generated a follow-up reply and additional 
information has now been collated by Doug 

Spencer. Her contribution to PNG stamp design 
was extensive and mostly unrecognised.  That is 
partly due to the scattered and somewhat confusing 
information available.

So, below are some of the highlights and snippets 
that have come to light.

She painted under her maiden name of Carnielo; 
her husband, Valentine Prescott, was the Chief 
Archivist.  She resided in the Territory from 1956 to 
1966 and is credited with no less than 23 territory 
postage stamps (mostly done in watercolour and 
poster paint) and several first day covers.

She was a talented painter and was a finalist in 
the 1957 Wynne Prize (one of Australia’s oldest 
running art prizes (for landscapes) for a scene of 
Douglas Street, Port Moresby).  Figure 1 is from 
an undated newspaper article showing her holding 
some of her abstract designs of native carvings held 
in the Port Moresby Museum.

Her accepted stamp designs were based either 
on photographs and scholarly articles of others, or 
from viewing the actual artefacts held in the Port 
Moresby Museum.  There is no evidence that she 

went anywhere outside of Port Moresby to produce 
any of her stamp designs, though she did travel 
widely around the country.

The Bureau did not commission work at that 
stage, and none of her artwork appears to have 
survived.

Some of her designs are shown in Figures 2-5 (all 
signed by her), with a special mention of the issue 
for the Fifth South Pacific Conference held in Pago 
Pago in 1962.

THE CURIOUS TALE OF PAM PRESCOTT 
- TPNG STAMP DESIGNER

Chairman:
Mark Robinson – Australia

robbo_robinson60@hotmail.com
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PAPUAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY OFFICERS
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Roy Materne  
W. Sondheim (dec) 

Michael Garwood (dec)
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PPS Auctioneer:
TBA
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(Ed: This follows on from a “Help Wanted” item in the Sept/Oct 2017 issue – p11- and followed up in the May 2020 
issue – p7.  The research was done over some years by Doug Spencer (Aust); Maurie Clark (Aust) facilitated the 

preparation of this article.  As is often said in stamp collecting – “the final word is never written”!)

Figure 2 - First accepted design

Figure 3 - Artifacts (an updated newspaper article notes 
that her design for this series won a Certificate of Merit at 

an international stamp exhinition in New York)

Figure 4 - Beetles

Figure 5 - Fifth South Pacific Conference, July 1962 (The official 
technical information sheet – edited – notes that her design 

was also “adopted” by the French possessions. There have been 
suggestions that the use of her design was not done with her 

consent or involvement).

Figure 1

Figure 1

HELP WANTED

A study is being conducted by the PPS on the 'UNCLAIMED AT PORT MORESBY' handstamp, Lee 
type 105A. Six inward items have been recorded to date in the years 1920 to 1937: a 1920 post card from 
Hungary; a 1931 cover from the U.K.; a 1934 cover from New Zealand; a 1934 cover from the U.K.; a 1936 
post card from Germany (Fig 1) ; and a 1937 cover from Australia (Fig 2). 

It is rated as G (by Lee) or RRRR 
(very rare) suggesting up to 10 
examples are believed to exist.

If you have any items with this 
handstamp, an image in the range 
of 300 to 600 dpi can be forwarded 
with much appreciation to 
papuanphilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
and will be treated, as expected, with 
the utmost discretion.

Figure 2

by Jeff Marks (Australia)
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AN INTERESTING INWARDS MAIL (PORT 
MORESBY) CARD WITH SOME HISTORY

This recently acquired 1912 postcard (Figs 1 
& 2) from Port Said, Egypt to PM was a nice 
addition to my “inwards mail” collection.  

However, the recipient made it an especially 
welcome addition.

The name “A. Naish” is very familiar to me, hav-
ing come across his name many years ago – see my 
initial article in the June 1982 issue of “P.P.S. Stamp 
News” (as our journal was then called).  If your own 
library does not go that far back, let me know – 
richard@muller.id.au - and I can send you a scan).

Albert Naish was the Manager of the Union Bank 
in Port Moresby in 1912.  This was the same period 
in which number of letters from Samarai were 
posted in May of 1912, using the 1d monocolour 
overprinted “Stamp Duty” (Fig 3 for an example).  
I have no reason (or evidence) to think that Naish 
had any involvement in the Samarai episode.  For 
reasons I have never discovered, a myth grew up 
amongst philatelists that the use of these overprints 
was officially approved by the postal authorities.  

By Richard Muller (Australia)

From the number of covers I have seen over 
the years, it is apparent that something odd was 
certainly happening in Samarai – too many to be 
coincidental but no idea ‘who’ or ‘why’. Anyway, 
the use of these fiscal stamps for postage was not 
unknown at various times from various post offices 
around Papua – apparently more by accident than 
design.

See Fig 4 (Port Moresby cds “12DEC10” and 
Bury St Edmunds “FE-4-11”) for an example of a 
Naish cover to the UK – and note the name of the 
recipient – ah, you’re getting the drift.  Albert Naish 
was indeed a philatelist; his name comes up in 
various Australian stamp journals after he retired to 
Sydney.  Was that “Stamp Duty” fiscal an accident? 
Or did Naish arrange for its use?  Whatever the 
circumstance, it absolutely went through the mails 
and can be considered ‘genuine’ usage.

Naish was manager of the Union Bank (which 
eventually was absorbed by the ANZ Bank) and I 
managed to obtain a copy of his employment record 
– something unlikely to be made available these day!  

Figure 1

Figure 3 Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 2

An extract is illustrated in Fig 5. For 
interest, his successor as manager at PM 
earned considerably less!

Port Moresby was described as “a 
drab dusty little town quite devoid of 
tropical character, with a permanent 
population of perhaps a hundred (Ed: 
Europeans)” (James Sinclair, Uniting 
a Nation, 1984).  The Union Bank 
and Bank of New South Wales opened 
branches in 1911 and only then did a butcher, baker and chemist also set up shop. 

Some time after learning more about Albert Naish, I happened to come across a selection of mail to the 
Naish family.  Apparently Mrs. Naish also had quite a range of correspondence overseas and a selection of 
those covers & cards is shown in Fig 6.

Comments and further information would be welcome.

POSTMARK TRIVIA (cont'd from May Issue 2022 p.3) 
By Sid Dikes (Australia)

TO BE CONTINUED

Mount Hagen CDS MT-6, MT-7, MT-8 and MT-9 were in use from July 1977. Early in 1993 it was reported 
that both MT-7 and MT-9 were still in use and in reasonable condition. MT-9 was still in use 27th December 
1995, after a period of 18 years even thought the “4” is now very faint.



(Ed: We’re delighted to acknowledge Alan Grey’s Gold Medal at the London Show in February. He has allowed us to
include some of his highlight pages, which will be shown in an ongoing series. Enjoy)

Exhibited By Alan Grey (Australia)
LONDON GOLD MEDAL (cont'd from May Issue 2022 p.7)



LONDON GOLD MEDAL (cont'd from May Issue 2022 p.7) (Ed: We’re delighted to acknowledge Alan Grey’s Gold Medal at the London Show in February. He has allowed us to
include some of his highlight pages, which will be shown in an ongoing series. Enjoy)

Exhibited By Alan Grey (Australia)
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(Ed: The Rev. Iremonger is a staple of Papua philately.  While his covers are ubiquitous, there is little known about the person. I came across a 1927 
edition of the Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal with this item.  It's an interesting description of the European perspective of the territory in the 

1920's, with some very useful info on the postal system.  We appreciate Stanley Gibbons allowing us to reprint this Feb, 1927 item)
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TPNG UNISSUED 5/ - PATROL PARTY STAMP

In 2012, Raymond J Kelly (PPS member number 
19) published a monograph dealing with the 
unissued 5 shillings Patrol Party stamp. Ray 

was able to positively identify 3 sheets that were last 
known intact in London, Sydney and Port Moresby. 
All 3 sheets were from the London experimental 
printing of 1960, sheets numbered in the lower left 
corner area, 60 stamps per sheet – 12 rows of 5.

The London sheet (Fig 1), 
numbered 2992, was broken up 
by dealer Barry Kleinberg in 1970, 
who sold some stamps to his UK 
clients and the balance apparently 
to Australian dealer Bill Driver 
(339). Fred Bartu (97) recalled 
being shown the stock purchased 
by Driver and in fact purchased 
some from him. The sheet number 
block of four was owned by Clifford 
Crush (744) before being sold by 
Melbourne auction house Prestige 
Philately in 2010.

The Sydney sheet, numbered 
2840, was sold by Stanley Gibbons in 1994 to Sydney 
dealer Kevin Duffy, who on-sold it to Glen Stephens, 
who broke up the sheet. The auction description by 
SG includes the interesting statement “One of three 
sheets that surfaced in London in 1970”. It is believed 
that Kleinberg originally possessed all 3 sheets, and 
if that is the case, then there is at least one other 
sheet number still to be discovered.

The Port Moresby sheet, numbered 694, was 
photographed in the philatelic archives by Maxwell 
Hayes (533) in July 1974. It, along with all other items 
in the collection, disappeared some time around the 
turn of the century. When I was putting together the 
brief for Ray to research, Robin Linke (677) advised 
me that he felt there was a new source of material of 
late (this was around 2006).

Earlier to Ray’s work, in 2002 Ken Humphreys 
(1071)  published his findings which differed from 

By Doug Spencer (Australia)
Ray’s, inasmuch as Ken states regarding the Port 
Moresby archives “2 sheets of 12 rows of 5 mounted 
on album pages”. Ray disputed this, but did 
acknowledge that Ken  appeared to have had access 
to material that he (Ray) did not.

How to reconcile these figures? Ray relied upon 
the Australia Post archives for material that had 
been transferred there from the Note Printing 
Branch in the 1990’s and he notes that the TPNG 
philatelic collection received one full sheet and 3 
sheets of different single colours (Magenta, Yellow 
and Blue). My belief is that these arose from the 
Melbourne printing and that Max Hayes did not 
sight them, whereas sheet 694 is from the London 
printing. How and when exactly no. 694 got to Port 
Moresby is a mystery.

Nine years on from Ray’s 
monograph and the situation 
became even murkier. Stanley 
Gibbons offered for sale a full sheet 
from the Melbourne printing, 
numbered 13257 in the lower right 
corner area, in their November 
17/18, 2021 auction. At the same 
time, Ace Auctions in Perth offered 
a block numbered 13275 (Fig 2) plus 
the un-numbered left lower block 
from the same sheet. Stamps from 
this sheet had been dribbled onto 
the market in prior years without 
fanfare. No-one was the wiser as 
there are only slight differences in the “warmth” 
of the colours between the London and Melbourne 
printings, and the existence of any Melbourne sheets 
was not then known.

My enquiries of the Australia Post archivist 
revealed that they are holding sheets numbered 
13255, 13268 and 13269, quite a tight little grouping 
including the escapees. 

No doubt the story will continue to evolve.

Figure 1

Figure 2


